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BELIEF. 



In Another Life Hereafter, and Its 
Influence Here and Now 



(By Channinpr Scvpiar 

human race is ^M-ontl: 
cMoed over ttwi que»tivn of in 
m, mi oAjhit lubject of co 
imS everbtting life be.voi 
grave, we find the basis for 
church in Christfindoin. Wer< 
for this belief. whicli the 
ever and always makes strciii 
fort« to keep alive, it would 
mighty little power over the ii 
the masses, and its ability Id 
nize over the thoughts and aci 
mankind would come to a 
and eomptete end. The tnnn 
lieve* in everlasting life in 
called a 8{Hrit world and in spirit i 
form, is the perpetual nbode of hop's' 
and feari. He hopts for joy am! 
pleasure without end. but he fc^nNj 
that he may get something else. The 
church, to control, restrain and en 
slave him, holds out rewards and 
punishmcnta as an incentive to do.l 
and be what she wishes, and if a man | 
can be made to accept lier doct lines] 
as true, he can be coaxed or drivm at 
Vlll. The basis of all fear lies in the 
belief when it comes to the question 
■ ©f iknmortality, for there is not and 
ne^ipr has been enough 8atisfact4>ry 
evidvnde to Mtabliah the truth of that 
doctrine. It is a doctrine which orig- 
inally had desire fol|,Ita p«r«nt, and 
on desire has beeil'V built up every 
•kind and form that has been fed to 
««dnl0U8 minda or gaping curiosity. 

Reason has always been overridden 
in ine 'elfort to establish the Tn-iiff 
that some invisible and intangible el- 
ement, endowed with i>ower and <oii- 
sciousness, survives the destrneiii ii 
of our physical bodies ; for there is 
nothing reasomblc in (he tI,co:,v or 
prob.iblj in lli' nainri •)( (liiL-- 

Wei know iioilainf; I'f po'.vtr 'i era- 
sciouanixg iiiiiil our a)i|M?Araii<^> ".u 
physical being's, :in<l ii« fur h« tbsi* - 
vatiou goes, thai fiowcr and con- 
sciousness found in flesh iind blood, 
is totally deslniyed with our h's and 
final breath. Heasoii ilei>ls with im- 
thing but facts when foriiiiiig <mi.i'1ii- 
sions, so faith is broiifrht in wherr 
reason st(>)>s, and with faith, an ef- 
fort is made to prove ininiortalily 
But faith never yet proved anything, 
for it has no jxwitive side with facts 
to sustain it, and all its work 



py liiintitig ground, when in spirit 
form he can ehase and kill game 

throughout the endless ages of eter- 
nity, for, having no longer ambition 
in this life, he is satisfie<I with tlieso 
in another, and all his ideas of the 
world to eome, lire the oiilgrowth ot 
the material things that have given 
him pleasure in iliis oiii . The heaven 
of llie orthodox psalm singer, who 
wants an eternal Sunday in the 
presence of O'od and .lesus, would be 
hell for the Indian, so we see how 
essential it is for every one who be- 
lieves in a spirit world and spirit life 
lo construct their own heaven and 
form of amusements. 



things, they seek in vain for the evi- 
dence to prove the reality. We can 
not, even in Spiritualism, the only 
thing that claims to present proof, 
And anything conclusive and satis- 
fact<iry. We stand absolutely in the 
.lark lis far as knowledu^ 
.■d; iin.l S,-i i,e,., wlii 



the cIiuitIi can neither insjiire 
nor foriv contributions to snstai 
fat and lazy priesthood; and it gives 
one a fearlesa independenea that n»- 
thing can equal in nMUng life endur- 
able under all circumstances. 

L(?t is do oiir own thinking: be- 



able to 



The 



dilTer 



iven thill will suit f 



^alities, henv'.' 
nditioiis 



sent all the: 
a failure to some, Th- sumnivr-land 
of the Spiritualist who does not like 
eold weather, mid who wants frui^ 
aii.l flowers all the year round, woiiM 
not suit the Ksquimaux. whose hab- 
its ami eust.inis have lieeii formid on 
ditTerent lines; and. as we look at 
these facts, we see more and more 
clearly what folly and nonsense' are 
put into wotds when people talk 
about anotlisr world and its probabil- 

The pldfch|.>f Ufa are all that 

ity," and ^aiiy one suppoieiT fhiit 
troubles and care woabl attend exist- 
ence in another «warid, mighty few 
would care to resume the burden? 

laid down here, and the laying down 
of which are termed "finding rest "in 
most obituary notiees and tomb- 
stone inscriptions. 

I believe this cultivated desire for 
immortality would, if attended with 
the thought that sulTeri'iir and bard- 
sliip followed us into the next w,u-ld. 
he almost repulsive, and for lliis i .-a- 
Inok for- 



I the I 



' thi 



iiythiii< 



of im 
parei 
but s 



owy reproductions of this material 
world. Not an idea haa ever been 
advanced relative to another exist- 
ence that was not a duplicate of 

something connected with this life; 

tion that could biiihl a spiritual lli.'o- 
ory without a physical basis to start 
fr4>m. That mind never bad exist- 
ence which could go one atep beyond 
nature's revealmemts in the forma- 
tion of theories relative to a spirit 
world and spirit life. Every descrip- 
tion of heaven and hell produced by 
inspired or uninspired writers, has 
been based on something seen in (his 
world; and our friends, tlie Spirit- 
ualists, who talk glibly of the sum- 
mer-land, have frot II ithimj: hut a 
spiritual prot'itype of tlie tenaeious 
sphere, with spirit land, spirit walius. 
spirit trees, spirit houses, spirit food, 
spirit clothes and everything (hat 
necessity and eomfort require here 
and now. 



'Hie : 



die 



.laek 



Prosi, and sm.w and ie- hav,- (here 
no place, because they are cuisidered 
undesirable. As the imagination 
builds this spirit world and these 
spirit homes, it creates nolliing that 
is not wanted, and desirability is. 
as you will invariably observe, found- 
ed on our likiw and dislikes here and 
now. The Indian's heiiveu is a hap- 



son thosr who hold 
ward to anythinsr but le.t and pl.^as- 

We like music here, so heaven is 
going to bei full of it, and .just so with 
all the sensual pleasures in spirit 
form. No one seems to want a heav- 
en that does not duplicate all the 
pleasures of this life, and when the 
Hottentot got up a painting of that 
miieh-talked-of loeality, he is said to 
havo enclosed it v^ith a fence made 
of sausases. while the center was oe- 



ciip 



:.d with a foul 



Mohauuii.-dan lik.^s 
to eat about as well as the Ilotteii 
tot, but his idea of paradise is one 
where nymphs and hoiiris are the 
chief attractions; and so taste and 
desire run the rounds of variation, as 
hope and fear deal with a spirit ex- 
istence. Bill when we see the imper- 
fections of this world and note the 
fact that L'ood and evil are (do.sely 
associated in all tliini;-s. by what 

that good alone will pre- 
iiext world, if there is 
laiiiiot And the slightest 

siipixising tbiit if we do 
lifr will hav.. no troubles. 



iclusi 



OlllU- 



(o 



ml I 



and while such a place liua no exist- 
ence except in hia imagination, he 

can built to suit his fancy and then 

.■■Mliiect bi'Iief with it. T 



• what 



and 



h.. believes in immortality 
makes his own mental picture of 
heaven the same as he creates a god 
to worship and pray to. 

We know no more about a real 
heaven and a spirit world than we 
kni'w about this world and this lifr 
licfore pliysicnl birth; and though 
people persist in believing in such 



and methods of geoerating life, can 
not give ua the least information as 
lo what fellows death. One can be- 
Heve what he likes on the subject, hut 
let lis never lose sight of the fact 
that belief and knowledge are two 
separate and distinct affairs, and 
only knowledge has anything to do 
with facts and realities. Those who 
want, or think they want, an endless 
existence, seldom stop to think what 
liose words imply, so it may be well 
to look a moment at that feature 
of immortality. 

When .Jonathan Edwards wanted 
to give sinners a realizing sense of 
the time they must spend in hell, if 
they went that way, be used to illus- 
trate eternity by saying: If a snail 
(whieh yon all know is not a very 
rapid traveller), should take a grain 
of sand from this earth and go with 
it to the mo<in. and th"n come back 
and take another crrain. and repeat 
the trip until it had taken the last 
cjinin on the earth, that tremendous 
and incomprehenaible period of time 
would be aa nothing to the years to 

Tt is an appalling thought to the 
human mind whether we cnnfemplate 
an abode in heaven or hell: and with 
consciousness ever awake and active, 
as we are told it would be, even psalm 
sincing and the eampeidoMhip of 
r.od and .Tesus would become stale 
and monotonous. 

We sleep one-third of our time in 
this world, and are oblivious to all 
things that portion of our lives, but 
even then we are at times afflicted 
with "ongwe" and satietv. T cannot 
as I grow older and see more of Kfe, 
conceive of anv state or condition' 
ennsci usness that I should care to 
experience forever and forever. The 
eternity that lies behind ns was pass- 
ed verv asr-eeablv. for we knew noth- 
imr about it; and if personal choice 
e,u.ld Iiave anvtbincr to do with the 
matter. T should prefer to pass the 
next one there. In my opinion, con- 
fidently expreaeed. that is .inst what 
we all will do. As far as we can see 
or probe into the mysteries of na- 
tme. a dreamless sloop is the end of 

seiousness; and what is there to ter- 
rify or rouse regret in this thought T 
Vothinsr to produce terror, and 

only sentiment to stir regret. The 

human race is born but to die. and 
the tramp, tramp, tramp of untold 
millions, as with rhythmic tread they 
beat the pathway to th" srave, is a 
never-ending sound on Mie surface of 
this old earth. But bevond the grave 
all is silence, and ob1i\non there 
draws a curtain through which no 
Iran's vittion has yet penetrated. Tlie 
snrdug waves of an ever-changin? 
liviiization still beat fhe shores of 
time, a-: men come and aro. but the 



ba.s.. 



. fae 



and ^ 



defy 



all the iKJweis of priestcraft and 
perstition and bid defiance to every 
terrwr they seek to plant in the hu- 
man mind. Let us live and die by the 
light of reason and neither fear nor 
superstition will have p.)wer to 
reach or disturb us. 
I..OS Angeles, Calif. 



THB BIKTS-nAOB OT BUUni. 



(By Roberi 
Though Scodaii.l 



boas 



. thousand 



Of patriot, king and peer. 
The noblest, 'j-raiidest of them all. 

Was lovrd and eradlod here. 
Here li\ed the gentle peasant prince. 

The loving cotter-king, 
Tompareil with whom the greatest 
lord 

Is hut a titled thing. 



'Tis but 
A hovo 
One dooi 



a cot roofed in with straw, 
1 made of clay; 

shuts out the snow and 
ndow greets the day; 
I stand within this room 
)ld all thrones in soom; 

beneath this lowly thatch. 

sweetest bard was born. 



Within this hallow 
Like 



Wh.'n the 



ad 



■d hut T feel 
isps a shrine. 



ed 



Tiie -.uiiethiiis deemed divine. 
Ajid here the world through all the 
years. 

As long as day returns, 
Jljkfatribute of its tove and tears 
olWili pay to ftobwf "ftnrns. 



A JUVJUIlliB OFIHION. 

Since ma 's got Christian Science we 

boys are dead in luck — 
Xo hot old mustard plasters up<m our 

eheati u* stndc; 
She never puta the finger upon the 

stove to boil 
Xor doses up us children with that 

old castor oil. 
She .just says. "Ijook here, children; 

no need for you to squall. 
You think yonr atoBMh'a aching?— 

There's no soeh thing at all " 

Since ma's got rhrisfian Scienee 

she doesn't ii.se a whip 
To punish us. but simplv makes jiiu'k- 

ers in her lips. 
And thinks and thinks right at us. 

until ahe near goes bliml. 
And then she says she's whipped us 

by wbippimr in her mind. 
That is the absent treatment, but 



the -'riddle of the uiiivoi 
the mind that can read it. 

But What b life anywayf I will 
let the unknown poet reply: 

"Life is a play whoae llekle players 
merely greet, 

.Viid u'o and leave the story incom- 
plete. 

bud that ojiens brilliant at the 

Flimrs sweet perfume a moment and 

\ breath between a cradle and a bier. 
The blending of a smile, a iob, a 

tear,- 

It comes and goes on wings unseen — 
a germ 

That grows to fill a grave and feed 



Tliat it doc 



nake 



with such a boy as me. 

lit pa— now he is different, Wlien 
he's at home he'll say. 

You children best be careful and 
not be bad today." 

ou just believ 



i that 



Will give us switehimr s.-ienei' hot 
from the willow tree, 

And. as for absent treatment, why. 
he says with a wink. 

"I'll tend to all the switchin'— ma 
can stand by and — think." 

— Baltimore American. 



HATUM'8 LKW. 



By nature's law we live and by na- 
ture's law we die, as it is they which 
hold the stars in their eternal courses 
and sends the planets rolling forever 
around the sun. .V saint may be 
Every human life is a tragedy be , drowned at sea as easily as a sinner, 
cause it ends in death, and nothing for nature knows no partiality, and 
else ean be made of it. But what is ' is no respecter of persons. Swearing 
the use of being disturbed over the I or cussing will allay a storm 
ine\ntableT Let us all get all of the | nuickly as a psalm or n hvmn, and 
iov we can out of existence and cease does not call for a eolleetion. 

to' worrv over death and what f-l- 

lows, f,u- no one knows, and it does, This is a verv reli-inus asrf— fi 
not matter. With this view of life, we "always have the poor with us. 



INCONSISTENCIES 



Orthodoxy Cannot Stand When the HuaMtt 
Mind Berins to Look Around and ^ 
Ask Questions 





(My .(osephiiie K. 11 iiry ) 
It was smooth sailins: for ortho- 
doxy until the human mind began to 
question. 



v id. ilm man attei; {Sod's own heart, 
when he says, "AH men are liars." 
Solomon and J<An are both in the w 
list, though one may be a bigger one ^ 



But in this day there is some than the other, and David may grasp 
thinking, and bold questioning, and 'he palm from both of them. I never 
there is great unrest in Zion. All had much faith in David's integrity 
this is entirely the fault of thn ■^'"'^e he sneaked around the chimney 
church. for if all the doubts and I" watch Bathsheba take a bath on 
rest iiixiii till- eternal ii'<'f of the house, and between 

the veracity of Solomon, David and 

-lohn. there is little choice. As Sol- 
omon had a thousand wives, he of 
necessity must have been an acoom> 
plisbed liar. Max O'Bdl aa^ t^ 
vaa X ' 



rock of truth, it should de 
vestigation and settle them, 
and Reason are clamoring 
treatment and common sens 
to accept anything else. 

Tliere are all sorts of ministerial 
associations, but one should be form- 
ed of the ablest clerics, and its name 
should be the "Reconcilers."' whose 
duty should be to reconcile the cin- 
tradictions. explain the impossibili- 
ties and absurdities in the Holy Bi- 
ble, and remove the doubts of the 
Grand Army of skeptics who are 
searching for and thirsting for the 
truth. 

The preacher tells us that God is 

NOT the author of evil, and preach 
from Deuteronomy 22:4 t.. prove it, 
"A Ood of truth and without iniqui- 
ty, just and right is he," hut the in- 
spired Isaiah 14:7 says. "I make 
peace and create evil." The Christian 
claims that God created ALL things, 
and that the devil is the author of 
evil. If God created all things, then 
He muat have created the devil; then 
looripally God is the author of evil. 

Romans 21:1 says, "Tliere is no 
r.^sppct of persons with Ood,'" but in 
Roman 0:1,'? it says, ".Lacob have T 
loved, and Esau have T hated; yet 
the hiatory of these two characters 
show Esan to have been a superior 
gentleman in his time, and Jacob the 
most despicable character in the Holy 
Bible, whose progeny s^arm in Chris- 
tian civilization today. If T were 
going to select from the human 



deceive their wivea,'* x^d 

I guess Max knows what he is talk- 
ing about. If a man with one wife 
deceives her. think of Solomon, who 
had to deceive a thousand wives. He 
must of necessity become the champi- 
on liar of the race, for we are aU 
creatures of our environment, and 
it does seem to me, if I were a man, 
enrironed by a thousand wives, that 
I would not only be a liar, but would 
be forced to become a highwayman, 
a pirate, a traitor, a thief, a buah- 
whaeker, and a boxer, all in one. 
Solomon was always an interesting 
character to me, and when I get to 
writing about him I never know how 
to "round to." It is a dead eertiin- 
ty that Sokjmon had an inteNtHag 
family. Of course, the 1,000 Mrs. 
Solomons were all church membera, 
and li^-ed according to Scripture 
commands, as he did. The Bible told 
of the '!>d:cs of Mr- Qoiosv^i's fam- 
ily. "If they would know anything 
they must learn of their husbands at 

Think of a thousand women want- 
ing to know a lot of things, and one 
poor man expected to educate them, 
and square things up with them. T 
can 't help having sympathy for Solo- 
mon, and if I bad been in bis place T 
would have taken passage in a bal- 
loon for heaven where women are not 



— ^ wMui ior iieuveii wiicrc wouicii »ro iiwi 

lovable man, I should tell Jacob to ^^^,444^^ Solomon, though indulging 
"go way baek and rit down. i„ gom^ inconsistenciea, made a naae 

Ezekiel 18:32 says. "T have no | for himself, but he paid dearly for 

pleasure in the death of him that di- it. h,it as a thousand women ' got 
.•th, saith the Lord Cod," and the 114 themsr.lvos up in vvidow's weeds and 
Psalm says: "The Txird is -too,! „.ept at his ilepurlure from matri- 
ail and his tender mercies are over ; nionial bliss to heavenlv ecstasy, no 
all his works." T should think the I .n-„nder his memory is kept green, 
people of Calveston and Mariiniqiie.j B„t I believe I was writing about 
w.uild think .Teremiah 1.3:14 knew | Riblo inconsistancies, and here is one 
what he was talking about when he I nf them. If God created all things 
said: "T will not pity, nor spare, nor in six days, and these six days are 
have mercy, but destroy them." 1 now known to have been six days 

Fzekiel 18:20 says, "The son shall ! long "creative periods or eons," what 
not bear the inioiiifv of the father," 1 heimrs are to rest nnlv at the end of 
.uid Fxodiis 20:-. says, "T, the L-rd every six eons; no wonder the manu- 
thy Ood. am a iealoiis God. \-isiting| facttiring machine is running the bli- 
the iniquities of the fathers upon man machine out of the market. If 
the childt-en unto the third and this is so, the holy Sabbath, with its 
fourth feneration." Sunday schools, sermons and church 

Romans 2:13 says, "The doers of [ connections, is an imposition on 
the law shall be justified." and the 1 the Bible statement that the age of 



20fh verse nf the next chapt^ 
"By the deeds ,if the law there shall 
no flesh be justified," 

Job 7:9 says. "As the cloud is con- 
sumed and vanisheth away, so he that 
goeth down to the grave shall come 
up no more," while First Corinthi- 
ans l.-:32 says. "The trumpet s1,mII 



Methuselah 
that ' 



; 060 



ed n 



after the 



nd the 



1 be r 



Fcclesi.a.stes 7;2n says, "1 
I just man upon fhe e 



r tlier 



arih that 

iloeth good and sinueth not." The 
inspired Solomon wrote that, yet 
•John contradicts the wisest man and 
says. "Whatsoever is bom of God 
doth not commit sin •••• he cannot 
sin because he is bom of God. He 
that committeth sin is the devil." 
And in John, first chapter and Sth 
verse, it says, "If we say that we 
have no ein, we deceive ourselves, and 
the truth is not in us." 

Now it la up to the Reeoneilers to 
determine whether Solomon or .Tnhn 
is tellinc the truth. Tt is a logical 



flood." If that is true, where was 
Methuselah during the flood f He 
was not in the atk. He may hare 

been an expert swimmer, or he may 

have waded out. The Bible is silent 
on this point. There are a few thou- 
sand other inconsistencies in the Holy 
Bible, but T have not tlic space to 
notice them here. 

If the defenders of the infallible 
Bib'e can reciuicile its inconsistencies 
NOW is an opportune time to begin. 

Here endc<h the first lesson. 



The announcement that ansrel< 
were seen to rise from a leld in 
Kentucky and float off into space, 
arouses a suspicion that some rf the 
Colonels have been indulging in the 
dangerona praetiee of not tatdaff 
thdr drinks atraigkt.— Detroit 1^ 



1 that 



of then 



"the 
nd that < 



•utb i 



r then 



s a deceiver. If we can believe Da- once. 



T,ook at the label on .fnnr p«p«r 

nil send in yow 



BLUE CKASS BLADE 

FOUNDBD 1H4. 
By 

CHARLKS CHILTON MOORI. 

And edited by him until hia deat 
rel)ruary 7, 1906. 



witbont food mom or mwn, and I 
do not pmpiMe that the paper thall 
die Mieh an ignomiiiioiM death. 

".Tohn R. ChnrlMworth, Editor. 

"I,.\inir»on. Ky." 



and he i-nu 8»i>ii ^iitlier abtnit him n 
crowd of Mtietifled nonentitiea who 
will toon Rtrive to heat him at hb 
own pinip. This is thp wny of oi^hi 



. he 



Nothin 



Mild ju 



ilippiii 



stif.v 



Tlip niiidc oHicp Hint 
siicli piiblicntinn. Some time ago. 
(lie publisher of The Wade, flndinp 
the expenditures were exeeeding the 
rceeipts. looked abont for a way to 
ip(hipn the formrr. The author 4if 
the iitx>ve eard had been emph 



1 editoi 



Tvv 



.tlic 



MH ■. HUGHK* - - • ProprK 
IM-m Uorth Limestone Street, 
Lwmston, Kentucky. 
P. O. Box Mt. 



■ W-OO; on* yMtr, M-OO. 
in. 1 InMrtion. M.00i one 
■IX moatlM, IM.M: one 



AI.L SrBSCRlI'TiriNS to the Blndo will 
be discontinued at the expiration of the 
tarm for which the aubaortptlon hns 
beta paM up m aaranM. The address 
•lip on t.ie paper will show subscribers 
the ante of explratlnn of subscription. 
Park iiiimh. or mimbprs omitted wlH 



8HOri>n AXY SUBSCRIPER change his 
or her addreiw. advise th's offlc-e. glvltiK 
both old and new address, as desired. 

THE OFFICE of publication of the Blade 
to at 1M-1» North UmMtons street 
LtStaCtOB. XmtMkr. to Whieh Sll Free- 
thinkers win be fiven a hearty wel- 



THB nzoi or THB BLADE. 

With this iBine, th9 price of The 
Hade is reduced to ONE DOLLAR 
per year; or in clnbe of ten, to one 
or separate addresses, to 60 Cents 
each per year. This is done in order 
to carry ont the idea of the f oonder 
of the paper, whose great desire was 
to make The Blade a popular paper 
at a price easily within the reach of 
all. Ton could not spend five dollars 
hatter than by sending The Blade 
to tan of your friends. Orders re- 
Mhrad B«w will entitle the sender to 
The Blade to January, 1911. 



\Mrc siibiiiitted tn him: One to edit 
Tlic ma<h- in its present shape, as 
lie IkkI done for years before, at the 

snlnvy hp hnd rpoeivpd then: the 

.l';,rr Ih,. ]!p.|il-. r.Mlillly' Both ..f 

llipsp propositions hp declined. He 
submitted a eounter proposition that 
we preaent him with the paper, whieh 
we of course deelined. He suOTfested 
that we stop the piipor nnd crivp h! 
the mailing; lisi. viiidi was rofnst 
Nothing was Ipfl to do hut spcn 
another editorial writer, whieh ^ 
have done. 

Abont Tbp Blade there hanga 
mist — the breath of the spirit 
"Chnrlie" Moovp — and th.it m 
sh.Tll nevpr bp disppllpd hy nu nlii 



-T.i.M- 'for pvp.-y false -od tlidt i'- 
shattpml hy Fi-ppthoiisrht. Wo do 
p to fomifh saint for pvpi> 
sinner held up to scorn and con- 
tPnipt. Tor pvpry old falsehood fell- 
P(l to P.nrtli n iipw truth will .nisf 



n llii 



find o 



the work will 

bounds. 



and women who are willing to 



jump by leapa and 



RELIGION AND ILLITERACY. 

Where niiy rp'isriou roiirns iibso- 
Intely and particularly where the 
Chriatian religion has reigned the 

longest and directed the morals and 

pdnontinn of tlip ppoplp. there will 

hp found lo(l:iy tlip crtPitpst ppr rpiit- 



ic-p of illitpva. 
fart and arsriii 
to rpfntP pvpi 



and ^ 
int aloi 



advf 



■ollpd 



and 



■ho l,,v 



Hla.io will sr.. on. and p 
To it ar? rallyinp dai'y 
fripiids — men and wonipn 
fair play, and hate the stab in 
dark, — who resent the underhi 
methods to kill the paper. 
American Rationalist Assoeiat 
could be engaged in better busin 
than attempting to bring about 
downfall of the paper that br(ni 
the Asaoeiation into eziatenee. 



The Blade ia not the mou 
or organ of any aaaoeiation 

society. It was established 

founder to prrspiit and pnnt.. 



hpi, 



gone out after other teaehiiitrs, : 
is gratifying to know that it is iw 
back on the job, and expects to n 
main thare. 




damn another, and no man bad 
mougb to be damned. 

Is it not time that the church was 
compelU'd to prove its assertions, or 
pIsp In :H-l;no\vIoil-p tli.-it it eanTint 

Ihoupli cliallinged time and again, it 
has steadily ignored its critics and 
brazenly repeated its stale false- 
hoods. It should be made to stop 
lying nr show tlint it is telling: 



thp npppptanpp and 
hp Christian faith. 
According to a late statistical re- 
port, Rnasia, Roumania and Servia, 
the moat religiona eonntriea in the 
world, are the least civilized, the rate 
of illilerapv bpinir pi-hty to pvery 
hnndrpd of llip p..,Mil'ition. Othor 
ratPS arp as follows : 

Roman Catholics. 
65 to every 100. 



Spain. 
Ttah 



, 48 to every 100. 

rare. 43 to every 100. 



14 t 



TOO. 



Rpltriiim. 14 to pvrrv 100. 
Holland. 10 to PvPry 100. 
Protestant. 

Eneland. 8 to pvpry 100. 
T'liitpd Statps, 8 to pvpry 100. 
Scotland. 7 to pv 



Pcan.li 



I Empirp. 1 t 



100. 



■ nui 



Spain was 77— now it is 6,'). Thp 
reason for the difference ie evident. 
The power ia shifting into the hands 
of the people, who are stoning priests 
and monasterips, and plamorin!r "^or 
pdncation and pqual ridit'. Thp voice 
of the infidp! pan now h" lip.nrd in 
Spain without fear of the rack and 
the Iron Virpnn. 

Ten years n?o thp rafp in Italy 
was fi6. Now it is 48. The rpason 
here is also plain. Freethinkers are 
now in oontral of the government. 
Bruno's statue atanda nnmoleated 
facinff the Vatican. An enforced tol- 



ists. and 
•l.l 



Kelitrions havp always kept unl 
graaping at each other's throats, 
while ateam and eleetrieity have 

brought interchange and travel and 

aip ■.'■rndiiiilly hroadpiiiiiff and inprg- 



mplP r 



son that 
'i-pt. By 

'Ipptiicity pvpiy not of church and 
stale must immediately face the 
[iiihlic opinion of the whole world, 
)nd againat thia they eannot stand. 



THE SOUL. 



(Hy 



1 V. 



riii-istian; You hnvp n soul to 
Atheist: Where did I get it T 
C. Prom God, the fllver of all 
things. 

A. That is a dpad pasy nnswp 
a ,h;v >\uo~iu<u: is it fact or ei 
work 1 

C. It is fact. 

A. Show me, so that T may 

^ r* How could you hnvp it. if i 
did not give it to you? 

A. Then you can not show it 
nipT 

r. Yon know that you have 
son 1 

C. Well, r.od savp yon that. 

A. Some one told you. for 
never sneked that out of your thumb 
in infancy. 

r. Well, if God did not give it 

to nip. who or what did " 



K.'ho 



"Whcr 



ons snbipct. 
A. It is deeper than a deep well, 
but I am the one to be made wise; 
turn on the enrrent. 

C. Ton could not have reason 
withinnt a soul. 

A. You say so; prove it. 
C. 0, anybody of ordinary inlel- 
liqrenee will admit that. 

.\. As you stand in with Omnip- 
otoncp. and I am not np to anuff on 
this point, you mnet enlighten my 
darkness. 

C. Reason proving it all there is 
a soul, and God being the only one 
who can (rive a sonl, T have proved 



A. Yoi 



Does not f 
It uses th< 



dog reason t 
instinct that Ood 



uifflp knf 



|.lc;i 



i.st upon 



thp 



,• to rule and 
1p. and that if the 
II scientific discov- 
s fhev should, every 
■ would prnmb'p to 
that n arly every 



Thp Kladp is -ratifiil to its many 
friends for their kind words of en- 
eouragement when it waa learned 
that the pnbHeation of the notice of 

its demise was nntnie. The publi- 
cation, while intended to injnrp The ; 



•ndur 



FSladp. 



A sin^;nlar incidpnt is related of 
William Jones Sidis, the youngest 
freshman in the history of Harvard 

Pollege. Hp is eleven years old. At 

the nL'P of spvpn hp was a fprrible 



11 the 



>nts 



'his 'was one nf thp rarp instances 
:hpre the falsehood did not travel 
r>o fast for the truth to overtake it. 



The followinrr card app ared in 
The Tr.ifhspf.kpr for Deppmhor ISth. 
and has Honbtlpss hcpn spnt to other 
Freethonffht publications; 

"B. n. B. SrSPENTlED." 
"Editor of The Tnithseeker: 

"Will yon {rrnnt me space to an- 
nounce to Blade subscribers, as far 
as possible, and to Frpethinkers een- 
erally, that the Blue flrass Bladf 
will no loneer he piihlished affpr th< 
issue of Beeembpr 12th. 1000. Or 
the 2nd of Jannarv. 1010. T will mai 
the first issue of The Rationalist, I 
weekly Freethoiight paper, as its suc- 
cessor, flllirte ont all unexpired paid- 
up siibseriptions. and assuming all its 
subscription oblipations. The edit- 
orial annonncement which I had 
writt<»n for publication in The Blade, 
eonceming its demise, has been pnr- 
poaaly aop p reaaa d and the paper 
dropped without aHghteat notice to 
its subscribers. Should anv of its 
snb?crihprs fail to hear from me T 
would hp p',.-.spd to havn them nom- 

mnnipate with irp. The disfontinii- 1 little tnrrpikp of his own allporpd to 
ance has come over my protest and | be leading direct to heaven 's gate 



-el 1 wliirh h.. att nded said pray- 
ers, younj: Sidis put his finsers in his 
ears, because, he explained, he didn't 
believe in God. He retains this be- 
lief today. It will not he astonishing 
if this wonderful boy proves tn be 
the irrealpst Freethiiikpr of his aire,' 
as he is alrpady thp most remarkable 
intellfrtiial prodisry the world has 
ever known.— L. K. W. in the Truth 
Seeker. 



Let us (rust that the day will soon 
come when intellect will stand upon 
the grave of orthodox faith. Then, 
and not till then, can Americans be- 
come a h:,.u1 of hvothers. the conc»m 
of ..MO 1,. in- til., eonecrn of all. Only 
;iii .-(.iiiil s'isf;iin the world up- 

on his iiiichty shoulders, but we have | 
none in these days etpial to the task. 
Religioa and polities have combined 
tn cwrsp the world and the former j 
deserves abolition, the latter a thor- 
ough ref.irmation. 

Thousands of heathen in foreign 
landa are minus bibles and thona- 
anda of heathens at home are witbont 

bread t Is not bread of better help 

bibles could possiblv bet Tn 



The ratio of illiteracy is materially 
leaaened in Catbolie Ireland and 
France— prineipally due to Infidel 
and Proteiitant invasion. The Infidel 

rules France today — therefore the 
ffovprnment is a Tfppnhlic. and th" 
.Tpsuit schools which keep chi'dr^n 
iimorant and train thpm aeainct the 
Rppnblic. are beintr closed. 

TTie rate of illiteracy in Germany 
where Rationalism m/st prevails, ia 
rnmarkflbly low. Tn the United 
States it is sfill hiirh— 8 to 100, which 
is due to immisrration, and lack of 
schools nmons the netrroes in the 
South. Thp normal rate is only three 
to the hundred. 

Scandinavia, which is miTcd Prot- 
estant and Infidel, has the lowest 
rate. The eonntry and people, like 
Reotland. are poor, and they realise 
more acntelv the advantaeee and r.«- 
eessitips of Pdncation. 

niiuatp must he tal;en into consid- 
pration. however, aecountiner for re- 
ligion and illiteracy being homogpn- 
eous to each other. 

All the dominant superstitions of 
the world have spruns from the 
tropics where the emotions and pas- 
sions covern. Just as they have 
spread l/i t1ip Tpmperatc Zone, where 
the faculty of reason dominates, 
these siiperstitiona WMken, diainte- 
srate. and are Anally merged info 
Rationalism, in all its many and vari- 

Anv one. hnvinsr but an ordinary 
knowledsre of the world 's history is 
able to perceive that .iiist as men 
have devploped the Temperate Zone 
and advanced inte'Iectuallv. they 
have cast aside the tropical supersti- 
tion which their forefathers broagfat 
with them. Tt haa been the stmnle 
of a thonaand years, and it is not yat 
completed. Bnt the inter-commnni- 
cation of nations is bound in time to 
d'fhrone rhristianity. The PvoluMon 
of the whppi from thp spjrment of a 
lot: to the miehty iron castinffs 
whieh bear oar ponderous locomo- 
tivaa. baa dona more to.pdueate and 
cirilijie the world and brine its pop- 
ple toerether and soften down the 



A. Instinct is not reason. 
C. No. 

A. What is itT 

r. A gift from God. 

A. Did Ood tell you so? 

r. Not in so many words, but II 
prompted mp to believe it: that i 
He telle me secretly. 

A. Then He prompta ma not 
believe itt 

r. No. the devil does that. 



Irup path of knowledge. 
A. Did he tell you aof 
r. No, but God aaid ao. 

A. To yout 

r. Yes. His word says so. 

A. As my friend, the Deril. 
prompts nip to takp no stock in that 
Word, wp will have to cut out the 
"Word." 

r. That is an awfnl risk. 

A. I am up asrainst it: you mav 
be a sinner in deep water, but stick 
to talk aa one on the dry bank talk- 
ing to your text. 

C. The soul must return to God, 
who cn'vps it. 

A. Thpn Tie will srt thp whole 
bunch T 

C. But He will judge them. 
A. How do yon know that He 
will jndd* thamt 

C. Does not the sonl leave the 
body at death t 



know aa mueh aa I did before. 
Thia gmt ia said to be a leai 

man, and has a brace of D's to 



Mla.l.' if an 
to n hisrhi 



worth much to the 
il could only be n 



oint. 



Wh( 



your copy, put it in your pocket 
Then take a walk. On the journey 
yon will meet a friend. Hand it to 
him. Aak him to read it, and in " 
way th« Blada ia helped to a mis; 
ary effort on ita own part and we 
willing to aaanme such a risk. 



H0TB8 AHD OOIOISNTS. 

(By Josephine K. Henry.) 



etic fire, and deserves to remain .i 
living thought in the garden of poesy ; 

"Thp grnndenr and atrength of ua 

tions 

Lies in the mothers of men. 

And the aoula of the eonntry 'a 

.\re stionffpr than sword or ppi 

Is the 1 1 of the noblist livps. 



> thai 



Here ie a cold, hard fact for wom- 

Tsn't it straiiiip that of all the 
eiinie comniitt.d in the world fivp per 
cpiit is a fipiiernus proportion for 
women, though their burdens are 
fifty iK>r Cput hardpr to bpar? TliP 
Church muzzles women and puts her 
to work and the state v.akes her an 
outlaw and cajoles her into bping a 
wire-pullpr for political partips. It 
is had enough to bp oiitlawpd for 

for no other rpason under thp sun, 
it is tinip to take tn law-breaking for 
prestige. Think of the traveaty on 
Lib rty being typifled by a woman. 

Kvpi v time T see a s'atue of the 
Oo.ldess of T.ihprtv T feel likp ovpr 
turnini: (he ppdastal and hlastin? it 
to atoms. As l.ma: as wonu n avp Uepi 
in political slavery, a flag of h'ack 
and creen and yellow means as much 
to them as the red. while and blue 
of the Star Spangled Banner that 
pvofpssps to wave over "tl'e land of 
the frpp and the home of the brave.' 

Where are the frep and thp brnve 
in this ecuintry? Men horn of s 
women cannot he fiee, and men who 
fear to srivp thpir niolhtrs and w 
political p)WPr arp not hravp. T 
wonderful how law-abiding women 
are. How they can he expeeted 
show moral obligation to laws made 
by men. who have condemned them 
as outlaws? Wliat a nioekerv to 1 



of II 



od I 



■iilin 



ciiline laws! If T wer 
judge before .whom a woman was tn 
be tried, I would vacate the bench 
rather than trample on the rights nf 

a human beins who is alrpady con 
demupd to ppplesiastieal. )>olitipaI an( 
social Uondav'P. A nialp jiidirp. and i 
maU' jury trying a woman is ahou 
on a par with a 20-year-old athlpt( 
whipping hia grandmother. Consid 
pring the indignities and ininstici 
dealt out tn wnmnn in our Phristiat 
civilization, it is won"derftil how few 



thp 



and 



reh 



not 1 



; T 1 



, therpfoi 



A. You m: 

C. Tt dops 
it arnes nut and it goes to Ood. 
A. When T lifht tUa match the 

fire bums and then goee out. Where 

doPs it eo? 

r. That is OOP of Ood's mvstpr- 



And : 



lafp and ! 



of 



and 



il! thp L'ods. and sa-l 
viors, and popes that ever existed, j 



r T would not think as von do 
for all the worid, 

A. I am afraid >bnt your hpad is 
not built that wav: inherent itriest 
craft has dried up your thonirht cells, 
like all useless thiners in nature, when 
not used, thev drop out. 

r. T would rather take God's 
wnrd than man's. 

A. You nav your monev and you 
tak» yonr ahoiee, bat T thonalit you 
were ao waH np on aeienaa that yon 
could show me how the sonl came in 
and pons ontT 

r Tf von pvav with faith, and 
believe, von will see things as thev 
are, or if you will take the word of 
one who does do so, you will have 
nothinrr to retrrst. 

A. Tf T believe it. whether i* 

r. Tt is a dnfv to Ood to do so. 
Thp above is as npar as T can re- 
member a conversation that I bad 



those who do are often hpttpr mem- 
hprs of society than thp judsps and 
jiines before whom they are tried. 

Thprp has npvpr hipn a stablp and 
just government, or a moral civili- 
sation, and there never will be, until 
the combined wisdom and morality 
of women and men direct them, and 
this can nevpr bp until thp influpupe 
nf the Holy -Ril,!,. ,„„] ,]„, priests is 

Mrs. Tutfle speaks a ringing truth 
when ahe aaya: 

"The grandeur and strength of na- 

T.ies in the mothers <,f men." 

The Holy Bible is the onlv publica- 
tion in America that ia known to be 
he obaeana and is aeaordad all tb3 



of rnele Sam's mail 



00-BDUOATION Vs. HYSTERIA. 



shut in together. So, alao, 100 wom- 
en shut in together will axhanat tham- 

selvea merely by being together, the 

fpuippraments eating into 



■aeh ollier like cnodin- acif 
,f the advantages of po-edno 



■ids. Our 



.Tust why the prpseuee of men as 
teachers and fellow-workers should 
havp a Ionic and quieting effect on 
th- iiprves of women I do not know, 
hut there is certainly less nervous 
tension, morbidity and self-con- 
scionsupss among college women as- 
sociated with men than among those 
in the strictly women's colleges. 

Of course, it ia a delieate qnaa- 
tion tor a man to disenss, bat I am 
more than pleased that women are 
publicly ncknowledginp that it is not 
(Oily not srood for a man to bp alnnp. 
but it is a deal wors'' for a woman. 
Personally. T'U admit, T don't know 
mneh eoneeming the subject in the 
floaerata, hit III say right here and 
if T ever reach heaven it will be be- 
cnnsp T havp nssociatpd with good 

:\Trs. Shaw prohahlv ffol the cue for 
her articles fr4im n little book issued 
some years aero bv Dr. Charcot on 
"TTvsteria." TIip learnpd doctor was 
a hit of a thporizer and possibly he 
hplipvpd a thinff first and skirmished 
for proof aftprward, but in the main 
his conclusions are correct. 

"TTystrria." says Dr. Charcot, "is 
a SOT manifestation and rpprpspnts 

lack of around wire." 

Near the doctor's office in Paris 
was a "female aead<«my," to whieh 
he was one day called by a maaaenger 

who came in hot haste. The doctor 

'ost no time in gettincr across the 
c: npstai 



of tw 



. fif- 



ervinsr. lan!:hiu 
and thp 



stretched out. 



linsly life- 

The terrified teacher explained that 
one of the triris had fainted, and 
when she eame to her senaea began 
to inutrh. Two of the irirls that were 
waitinff on her beiran to crv. and as 
others soi'crht to papify them, they 
loo. cai'G-ht it. until the whole room 
seemed like a bacchante picnic. 

On inoniry. the doctor fonnd that 
manv frirla were anbleet to aneh 
spells. 

"What. oh. what shall we do, doc- 
Ir.v''" 1>.".-r d thp matron. 

"I'll tell you." said the doptor— 
and thpn hp cast about in his mind 
as doctors often do, for what was the 
best tn prescribe. 

A briffht thoueht eame tn him. 

"You were teachinp thrse jrirls 
drawincr. yon said?" 

"We'l. no woman can teach draw- 
ins— that is. as wpII as a man. Oivp 
paeh c-irl a tpaspnonful of this 
icinp thn 



pd- 
ind I'll 

arrangements to have these 20 
pupils down an hour daily at Mon- 
sieiid Maumier'a." 

"Oh, doctor, but thev are all young 
men in Monsi. 



"T ku. 
Tho doc|,u 



. but X 



hein tl 
ur Mai 



and arrangements were made to have 
the twenty young women join the 
claaa eaeb morning from 10 to 11 

After the class there was a "recess" 

f..r fifteen minutes. 



The 



the 



allow d t. 
■ed and . 



pictures, criticised, joked, and after 
a week played tag, puaay-wanta-a 
eomer, and a little innocent, natnral 

rough hnuBo with the young men. 

And behold, there was never another 
.•ase of hiL'h strikes in the academy. 

I,et the hovs and irirls meet in a 
frank, natural and simple way, and 
we obviate the danger of the aeeret, 
the elandeatine and tlie morWd. 
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I svvcicd siiii-P Tiini liist hrfinu ^n Iii'IhI 
I the prpirnani hingra of the knee, 
j III two dflpArtmratB of human 

Ihoiifrhf, fiiippnitifinn mtmi abound. 

'tIi..sc .lcpnrtiiioti(>< nic thpolosry nnd 



iiifapliM 



I ph.. 



The Telescope of Galileo Did More 
to OiTiliie and Free Man Than 
All tht PtlMta That Evor 
Wm Mm, 

(By .1. Emerson Roberta. 
Wlial is siipemtitionf To believe 
withdiit cvi<lence or agrainet evi- 
(lenop; to dogniBtiae about the un- 
known, to accept mythn as facta, mir- 
acles as realities, fables aa history, 
!illeRin-i('.s US nctnal ovenl ; to put 



I prono to 



• i.lr 



sup- 



pliiiit 

Mi-al; to ifrii„io the i-oliUi(.n bolwen 
pause and effect; to believe in the im 
poMible, tho ridieulous, the idiotic, or 
the ftbrard; to nia* faith above fact, 
tradition above science, revf-lation 
above dciiionstiatinn. cipdiilit\ above 

sense — this is superstition. 

It is a fact well known that, in 
pcssinff from infMMjT to iMtnrity, 
the child repeats and epitomises the 
story of the race. He has his period 
of ifriioraiicp, orediility w.ns iinrePM'n- 
inp faith; lie does not know the 
world. He does not know tlie menu- 
inp of distance, porspective, fore.' 
and motion. He ia utterly IgnovMn; 
of cause and eiaet. Brcrythins is 
real to him. 

The belief in tht eapenwtural de- 
elined aa aeienee aroee. Natural 
causes were discovered for the things 
that had breii mysterious and occult. 



nle<l 1 



lilted < 
ith the ■ 



and weird iiiiaffininprs. trade and 
commerce do not bepet superstition. 
The artist in his studio, the inventor 
in the shop, the farmer in the field, 
none of these are given to hallncina- 
ti<ins to believe in the irrational and 
the absurd, but in the case nf theo 
logy and medicine the sitn.ition 
changes. Here men exppTiment and 
guess. Here fear and hope enter as 
faetora; emotion and eestasy, linor 
and deapair, warp the jndgmmt, dis- 
tort evidence and foster hallueina 
ti.ins. Tn these two fields most .,r .nir 
current superstitions have theirro'.is 
Why are superstitions harmful? 
Any superstition is, by its nature, n 
menace to human welfare, a hin- 
drance to hnman profpress. And this 
is tnie. notwithstanding a given sup 
erslitiou may he believed in bv multi- 
tudes, or may elToct an .nir of super- 
ior wisdom, iir may we.nr the rnhe 
respret ability nr rnlisions sanclitx. 
Religious superstitions have curs'!l 
every land in every ase in which 
they have become dominant in the 
minds nf men. Reiisrions sup r-ili- 
tions and fanaticism have retar<1'-d 
the prosrres of Scotland by almost a 
century. Thev have kept Tre':ind in 
i-noraiice and servility. They hav,. 
impoverishod Ttnly. b'ifjhted Spain, 
made of Russia the horror of the ■.\s'\ 
and they would have destmyel 
Franee, beantifnl France, if the Rad- 
icals had not arisen to extirpate the 
foul monster and resciie the Rt!| nb- 
ilc fv.im priestcraft. 



In 



. the 



ranged themselves in line with order, 
sanity and law. The devila have dis- 
appeared. The dark ia no longer 

thronged with imps. Ship captains no 
more bribe witches not to raise 
stonns at sea. nr puichaso from them 
fair weather. Aiifrry Gods no long- 
er send plagues and diseases; offend- 
ed deities no longer threaten to de- 
lioy the world with a ciuuet or eclipse. 
Tt cannot be denied that the interests 
of the church led her to foster this 
belief in the supernatural. Possesss- 
inp, as she claimed, all possible 
knowledee. being capab'e of settlin;? 
any question that might arise among 
mankind, assuming all responsibility 
for the temporal and eternal welfare 
of man, it was to her interest to keep 
man obedient, to keep bin in Ignor- 
ance, ankaerrieney and fenr. Vor tbb 
reason she resisted the advance of 
knowledge; she kept back the day. 
and man would be still dwelling in 
the night, he would b- still kissing 
the crucifix and mumbling prayers, 
he would be still prostrate in the 
dust, be would still be seeking heal- 
ing shrines for the cure of disease, 
the world would sti'l be a madhouse, 
had it not been for the few brave, 
intrepid souls who dared to explore, 
to enquire, to reason and to doubt. 
One telescnpe. pointinsr towards the 
sky. with a man like Pralielo looking 
through it. did more to civilize man- 
kind and make man free than all the 
priests that ever wore robes, and all 
the alters that ever pandered to the 
rich, or fllcbed thedr substance from 
the poor. One thinker, brave, sflf- 
poised, confident and uni-.mfinernb'e. 
dying unshriven at the stake, like 
Bruno, constitutes the death warrant 
of religious oppreiaion. One unpar- 
alled and resistleaa man like Voltaire, 
letting fly the arrows and shafts of 
sarcasm at her h>'pocrisies, and hurl- 
ing thunderbolts' of di.nuiici;il i.m at 
the church's criines, was tin- herald 
dawn. And proudly dtclaring the 
universe is governed by law, the 
dawn widened to the morning,— 
broadened into day. 

Tn our own time there are not so 
much of what niigbt be called active 
iiipcTBtitions, aa reriduary auperati- 



harmless, from the simp'c fact 'hat 
few people take religious dogmas ser- 
iously. The o'd-time preachers rre 
gone. The old hair-raisin? s.'rm.ins 
that made you feel hni-lnur.' nnd 
breeze-shaken m cr liel!." urn lip.ird 
no more. We lienr no irnv;- :ibont 
angry (lods, and th'- wnfli of the 
indgment to come. Though ;h" < ■ eed-i 
for the moat part, remain fotin.illv 
unchanged, yet they are so d. ftlv 
concealed that they arc no Linger . f- 
f-nsivp to the pew-hold."--. ii'>r any- 
bodv else. TndltTeren.-e {■< reli-ion i« 
the Valvation of the p.-. pN The sin- 
cerity and enrni«5tness .f the Pliiis- 
tian Scientists is lik 'v t-i he ♦heir 
undoing. No man e^n. nilhou' peril, 
forswear reason. Who ever turns uis 
back upon eornmon sense Jnvit -^ his 
feet to take tbe patli that leads to 

A woman died in this town some 
time ago as the result of a s-asoline 
explosion. She was a Thristian Sci 
entist. Tlic healer soon p ' ' 



the ' 



while 
death asonies, tl 
ing: "There is 
death, there is 
all." That was 
else it mav be. i 
may be. that u 



th' 

stood around say 
•) pain, there is n' 
n easoline; Ood ii 
nsanity. Wliatevei 
at ever those peoph 
: an exhibition of 



tio 



nifest r 



and 



Superstitions are 
then in our modern life. Tt was not 
many years ago that the Governor of 
one of the nnrthwestcrn States, find- 
ing the land overrun with grasshop- 
ers. solemnly called a day for fasting 
and prayer, that the pood people 
might b<'seech the good God to lake 
away the prasshopers. 

This is superstition pure and sin,- 
ple, from the fact that there is no 
poerible proof, there is no legitimate 
eoane of reaaoning that can, by any 
sort of ingenuity, attach the effect 
to the alleged cause. Prayer, itself, 
in its ordinary manifestation, is has 
ed solely up-ni an ancient supersti- 
tion. If anybody believes that bv 
banding down and imploring the in- 
flaita ha can ebange a fact, he is sim- 
ply a victim of superstition, 
prayer, if it werr^ answered, wi 



What is meant bv progress* The 
application of intellisrence to the af- 
fairs of man. Tntelligence implies 
and includes the experience of the 
race, tbe accumulated knowlcl-e of 
mankind, the common sense of the 
world. All is natural. There is no 
room or place for tbe snpernntnral. 
The miracle does not exist. Prodi 
ffies and wonders are either the ex- 
asperation of facts, or p'ain and 
baseless fabrientions and falsehoods 
All s governed by law. Everv- effect 
in the child of aome eanse. and be 

riAT. F i y ?g .g ?r-BLAT»g 

comes in turn the parent of some otli 
er effect. There is no break, no pap. 
no hi.it MS. Xnl priests and jxipes. not 



als 



•velatio 



laticisr 



not faith nor 
nor oracles, but reason and 
lense. Whenever these oth 
things do augbt but interpret na 
•e and teach men so, thev becomf 



destr. 



. nf t 



inkind. 



How have men struggled and en- 
dured T How have they suffered, sac- 
rificed and inspired? How have they 
stumbled in ignorance, been deluded 
bv their fears, mocked by their faith, 
cheated by their hopes, robbed by 
the altar and deluded by the priests t 
How has man struggled, suffered and 
endured, and not alt in vain? Behind 
him is the ape of myth and miracle, 
of faith and fear, of unreason and 
superstition. Before him is the fu- 
ture inviting, with ita poasibilitiea. 
achieveuients. Around bim in tbe un- 
iverse governed by law. and within 
him. stronp and brave, is the convic- 
tion, rooted deep and unextinpuish- 
able, that reason is th^ only guide. 



Man's Orisin and Destiny 
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A MIDNIGHT NEW YEAR OREET- 
INO TO mr FRIEND. 

(Mrs. Josephine K. Henrjr, Ver- 
sailles. Ky.) 

••I eoiini myself in iiothiu;; else so 

.\s in a soul remembering my good 
friends, 

And. as my fortune ripens witb thj 

It shall still be thy true love's re- 
compense; 

My heart this e^ivenant makes, my 
hand thus seal it.— Shakea- 
peare. 

.M midnight, Jan. 1st, 1905. 

1 twelve, 'tis the 



.uld be 



he 



of his 



dom, a confession that his knowl- 
edge, from the beginning, was insuf- 
lleient, and needed the prompting of 
the finite mind. It ia not anaeeptib'e 



PAINE BANQUET. 
Paine 's Birthday Anniversary will 
he commemorated by a Kanqiiet at 
llanscom's Cafe, in Philadelphia, on 
.TauuHi-y 20th, 1910. Carda of admia- 
si<u), one dollar, ean b» hadof Hngb 
Monro. 1737 N. Flftb St., Philadel- 
phia, Penil. 



The clock St 

While I. a^Ione by m; 
.\ui watching the glov 

red flames, 
. 'riiinking of all those heroic names 
AVho will live immortal, and T think 



of V 



.n's ficrhf 



staunch 



and true: 
r.riind deeds are yours; Immortality 
is thine, 

Wlien men review the past aome 

future time. 
Rravest of the brave, with thy wiz- 
ard pen, 

Yoii have lured us on and on to 
master men. 



To scale, the 



heisrhts 



And hail the glory of a brighter 
day 

When Ood. ghosts, devils, angels, all 
Will totter, like past empires, to 
their fall. 

.\li! had T the power of great Shel- 
ley's flight. 

With sculptured words, T would seat 



T'l^n a throna wltbln a palaee grand. 

And men would homage pay in | 

every land: 

T w,Mild chisel you in Parian marble 
white, 

Fmhlem of the puritv 1 see to- 
night. 

Th - tiamea are enrKng in fantaatle 

form, 

Oiviuir birth to thoughts that are 
rather warm : 
rreniation. some day these voicelesB 
lips and pulseless hands 
Will lay beside me on iron bands 
And. purified by the elemented Are, 
I. too. like the flames, will rise 
higher and higher 
Into the granl world, bnt yoaf 
In the minds of tboae who dare and 
do 

Grand deeds, in T.ib-rty's name. 
You will always like, be always the 

.lust as we hold these heroes of 
the paat. 
So will your memory always last. 

By the stars of your inspired light 

Others will climb till thev see the 

liflht 
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.May all that yon love be held in 
sacred shrine^ 
Relatives, frienda, all ewmradea mine, 
May your frienda be many, all 

staunch and true 
As the one who writes these lines to 



TWO NOTED BOOKS 



In 



that 



shadov 



.rl<l 



thiuifrht is born ; 
The stars will shine for t 



wher 



some 

And they themselves arise; they'll 

Led llm.udi the wiMerm-ss of super- 
stition's shame. 
And so with friendship's tie or 
this New Year, 
I cive you midnight greeting, mid 
night cheer. 
May the bond gi-ow stronger in thf 
years 

In this world of trials, passion, fan 



; thine, 
always, good-night I 'I 



Yours for Liberty. .Tustiee. Honni 
Right, 

Is my parting L-veetin- this Nei 
Year's night. 

—Albert Johnsoi 



BLUE O&ASt BLADB WILL UVE. 



(FiMm l',M,ple'> I'l.ss, Cliieap.. 

The Hlne (Ira.ss Blade, ihc stai 
Keiilucky Freethoiight paper, will be 
nil ilown to its old size, four pages 
an. I six colnniiis. Comrade Hiighi 
lis publisher, was forced to do this to 
keep it going, owing to lack of sup- 
port. We appeal to all People's 
Pies« readers, who are not subscrib- 
ers to the Blue Grn.ss Blade, to sub- 
8<'ribe for it. HKLP TT! Don't let 
this able exponent of Rationalism 
lai>se for want of support, for it is 
o u- uf the oldest and ablsst Free- 
thought papers in America. Send 

or $1 for a trial subseripti 
foniiade Hu-hes. its i.iiblisher. ' 

.lo theirs. Address •'Blue (!l 
BUule, Le.xiugton, Ky. 



Charlat Chilton Moor*, 
a youna man tlie author liad 
out to walk throuch the Holy 
[ Paris he rive 
le Ho 



explodes numerous Chrlatlan niytl,- 
Is estH'olally suitabl.^ fo; .i prcsont. 
Cloth Bound, 3S0 Pagaa. Postpaid t1-2S. 



A TRIfi TO ROM! 



OR. J. I 

The Intemmtlonal Coostms oT rree- 

thinkers was held In the City of Rome, 

Italy, September 21, 1904. Tlie author 
attended that Congrreas as the Ameiican 

delPirate. It is an account of travel anrt 

ptrsonal oxpoi-i.-ncon th.it has received 



. notion are ruthlessly exposed 
■•aaral style Is witbout eesi- 
1 Amarioan literatare d ttavsL 



BLUS ORAM BI.AOB. 



their eandor eompala tbem to ally 
themselves with the intelligent 
bought of the day. 



: name on the Bind* muster 



Ha who ia not maater of himaelf is 

inworthy to rule others. 



Tlie lila 



stieiiuoim campaign and tiriroB 
ii'iids to give all possible encour- 
111 in spreading the beneficent 
ot Krecthought over the land. 



(live a boy brains in his head and 
iron in his blood and he wil 
want to be a preacher. There will be 
liMi much push and coiiraKc in hii 
lo ever desire a pulpit. Only the laz; 
idle and indifferent expect a living 
without work and chronic laziness , ^^^^^^^ 



Hupkins' Bleaching Uloves 




BILL'S AVENUE 

makes you cheerful *ai 
thoughtful. It IS a 
department In tlie w HEtL 
lOr UKE that srowj on y uii 



••BILL" 



f\N ft/W&RIOf^N 
MADONNA' I. s.er. 

lal running In tba WUEBL 
UP UPE. It Is wrlttan by 
MBr, 1, r. Todd, the ablest wrllfr otUberal 
action •luce Orant Allen, and Is a beautllul 
preaentatlon ot the essentially modam 
problem ot tbe Woman In Business. 

THB WfiB&L OF^ LIPB- 

■ -lonthly periodical. It deals with 



^KlUlNS, 



, olBrot 
ty. Ittr 



(lust Is shaken oucand they become aa In- 
terHiting as • novel to evea the casual 
r.-a>ler. Bend lOcents lor a six months' trial 
•ubscrlptlou or • auartar lor a yasr. 

•OONPE88ION8 OP f\ 

aP,?o9a^:ffT423flV»gi{l^i??S"ie 

,„ ... , «i;v\';i:.wv^^^ 

r.,;.i..' or uric A«dre- 



I 



ENEMIES ' 

PLEASURE AND PIETY 



.ancily. All Inimor wns 
icnhlp, iLtrnpliiift Hu' 
Iho holy ninlpmplatinn I < 
r llio salvation of theN 
I' iiiiliifal li<-ro was loj^ 



of s,„ 



fB OUBflFr AlWATl ASSAY- \ > lu 



There was a time in the history of 
this country when the olergry ruleii 
both state and soeiety with an al- 
most mereiless despotism. Tbeir pow- 
er extended from the iBoghter of a 
cJiild to the swcarinp into office of 
the covcnior nf a colcnv. AUni! 
oiiiicatinn. tiixatin,,, niVuT.t] sclorliH,,. 
oonipnlsdiy w.u-sliiii mid Sahbiitli -.li- 
sen-ance, every pame. recreation, and 
even the style of apparel and dress- 
ing of the hair were prescribed by 
tbem. If a man observed anytbinK in 
nature which would provoke him to 
a smile on the Sabbath, or if he 
should be tempted to kiss his wife on 
that holy day, the vials of clerical 
wrath were emptied on him. 

Women were not allowed to make 
a noise in church a« big as the squeak 
of a moose. Then, as now, the only 
ehnreh offiees to wUeh they were eli- 
tHble were eerobbers, beggars and 
waitem on the table at a church festi- 

Children who lonkod to tho Hslit 
or to the left of tlio patli wliich li>d 
to Sunday School, and gnvo .ioyoiis 
rxpressions at tlip sisrht of a hri'jht- 
wintred hird. or the frolics of a squir- 
rel, had hearts as black as that which 
hovers over the impassable Styx, and 
WM plainly written 
R lines upon the faces 
of the babes. The clprsry ruled su- 
preme. 

The only rpcrcation permitted in 
those pions lives were lliuse of burn- 
inpr witches, prayins. preaeliinfr. bap- 
tizing:, drinkinp rum. killiniar Indians 
and chasing slaves. 

These pious pastimes have been 
frradually put aside, in proportion as 
the clergy have receded from power, 
and innocent games and sports con- 
frenial to the hearts of child and man 
have taken their places. 

But we cannot help but reflect up- 
on what would be the present social 
condition throughout the whole world 
if the clergy reigned supreme now as 
then. Would not the same aneheek- 
ed religious seal conduce to 'the same 
sombre, depressing conditions? 

Every well-informed liistorian 
knows that men and govenmieuts are 
not better today on account of (he 
clergy, but instead the clerpy are bet- 
ter on account of the rebellious pro- 
tests of men and governments. Be- 
tween an arctic canctity and tropical 
doom, all joy and gladness were driT- 
en from the human heart. 

It is within the memory of most 
of us when music and the drama were 
the chief instruments with whieh the 
devil ensnared the souls of men. Tf 
the clersy could have h.id their own 
way the world would have had no 
Mozart, no Beethoven, no Verdi, no 
Wagner, no St rans.«— nothing in the 
line of music but psalm singing, dnx- 
okifies and fnnersl marches. W( 
would have had no Shakespeare 
Sheridan. Booth and Jefferson, bu' 
instead the Knoys. 'Wesleys. Fdwardi 
and Tnlma-es would fuVnisli alone 



gene Field would have been blotl(d 
from the human memory, for their 
impiona insolence in daring to write 
such verses as "Willie brewed a 

peck of malt." and "The elink of 
the iee in the pitelier,"' 

it and enduraneo of that wonderful 
anim.al, the horso. would never have 
been developed. The highest sei-vice 
would hove ended in carrying saints 
to church at a srait not exceeding a 

mitted to dress iu eoloi-s brighter 
than the somber gloom of a parson's 
face. Notwithstanding this God had 
dressed tliis earth in myriad hues of 
blended light, and canopied it with 
a blue mantle, fringed with pui-ple 
dawns and amethyst snnlets. yet 
none of all this bewildrrinff array of 
shimmerinEr slicen ami dreamv lints 
was ever intended to dec.rntr liis ■ 
ter desisu. Had the eleriry thiir 
way, the world would have been 
hunted over for draperies that add 
to beanty and which charm the eye. 
The flashing diamond and sparkling 
ruby would never have been hnnted 
in the dark <'iiverns of the earth for 
all is vanity and vexation «f SpMt, 
saith tlie preacher. 

The same old puritanical austnritv 
and intolerance still survives, and 
like the small-pox breaks out in oc- 
casional epidemics, manifesting them- 
selves in attempts here and there to 
stop street cars on Sunday, milk 
sons, hasr-ball, golf, excursions 
eept those wliieli run (o camp ni 



> thea 



>atli 



barber 



shop 



d suppress even the 
Sunday newspaper — the poor man's 
liberty — in fact close up every busi- 
ness and building in whieh money is 
exchanged except those conducted by 
themselves. If the clerpry could have 
their way. children would be permit- 
ted no diversion except attending 
Sunday-school and reading tracts in 
whieh the good little boy died br- 
cause Ond wanted him to be an angel 
in the skies, or those in which the 
good little boy 'lived and become 
judge or president, heeauae he never 
took a drink. At all times their little 
lives would be made as miserable as 



^sible. that 



their 



iiidit b( 
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made |>eniianentlv pnritaiiieal. 

The niPiry jokes of the cirens' 
clown, the amies of the trained |vim-| 
ies and dops. the flviiis leaps of the| 
tumblers and the son- and dance ofi 
the jolly minstrels — the joy of child- j 
iah hearts — ^would be forever shut 
from their wonderinir eyei, or closed 
from their easrer ears. 

There are bnt few of ns of malan. 



ed 



the* 



ditTereiit 

We hai 
pj- have I 

strenqrtli 



nd 



of Puritanism, 
s' rved how the cler- 
leiated trained phy- 
it and feats of 
with th( 



IMihlie 



I drunkard, the criminal, th' bnlly 
I the hriitp. 

Thev have always arrayed the 
apain^t the bndv. On the : 
despi.e 



Fiet 



the next in line with 
pure hellishnests. The world wonh 
have had no Scotts. Rnlwers. E'liotts 
Huffr*. Irvinps. Hawthornes and Tol 
stoii. Romance and imapnatioi 
would have been ehoked with the 
thoufriit of the amoke of the (ire that 
is never quenched. Bnt the effect of 
the o-rowth of liberal thonsht is well 
instanced in the fact fliat ministers 
themselves. notably Hev. Charles 
Rhelton. Rev. Charles Ooss, and Rev. 
Jeibn Wataon, are now prodneing 
wnrloi of fletion. Thna th? 
today commit the damnable 
yesterdav. 



Danei 



supple 



lallv 



dev 



■ motion of whii-li tli" hii 
Vidy is capable, were wholly In: 
in the minds of tlie clcr<r>-. who s 
how. more than other people, possess 
a aaperior inatinet in deteetintr Inst. 
All hooka and hiatnriea not of a re- 
lifrions eharaeter wnnld have been 
snppressed. The nude art wnnld nev- 
er have been piclnred. 
have been pictured. 

Mirth was cnrrimtins; '\h'\ sacrc- 
lipions. Why should a man lamrh 
when in each minute of his fleetinjr 
existence his soul is in danger of 
beinir plnnsred a million feet deep in- 
to the white heated furnace of eter- 
nal hellt 

Artemns Ward. Josh Billinps. Bill 
Nye. Mark Twain and the many 
brieht beines who have made sorrow- 
ingr humanity foreet for a few mo- 
menta its cankering griefs and toil- 
aoma earaa nonld have been eom- 
pallad to wear a Jonathan Edwarda 
MOBtMinMa and thair infaetiooa 
ItiKb U imui to fitovma fkMB 



the 



;li,r 



' rs him. The clcrj 



(lise..\, 1- .jross immorality in a irlovi' 
contest which, as now regulated, is 
nothin? hilt a test of physical endiir- 
nnce; l)iit in strange contrast they 
enshrine and worship saints whose 
only qualifieations to saintship rest d 
upon physical s'.ifferins and endur- 
ance, self-punishment of the most 
horrible and exquisite torture. 

In fact, the first requisite to saint- 
ship was contempt for the abuse of 
the body. It had to be seoured to the 
limita of physieal endurance until all 
that was left of the onee God like 
form was a 



shrill 



I has 



<.f whieh X 



nd bor 



ribl... 



elas 



ed with s 



and pdinti'd 
to with a pious brapradocia showinp 
the physinil endiiranc" the Christian 
may he capable of. Carefully guard- 
ing their- own bfidily comforts, the 
clergj- have ever pointed the rest of 
humanity to the examples of the 
saints until o-iadually mankind ltcw 

defiled dep inlod wlujlly upon e'. i- 
tempt of the physical and repose of 
bodily chastisement. 

The world has outgrown this idea, 
just as it has always outgrown the 
clerprN' It knows better. 

Consist (.,i(y should be a jewel, 
especially to those who set them- 
selves lip as enlightened standards 
and tenf-hers of men. The flertr>- 
have thr saTi!<' ri-ht nf protest in this 



11 other elasses 
of citizen.^. Much of their work is 
practicable and commendable and 
mndi is ineonaiatent and out of har- 
noBX with eziating eonditiona and 
wtth the adTMieed thaa^t, of tii« 



a-e. They are 
/( lis. but as a elasB, are not abi 
averajre. as eriminal atatisties will 
show. The majority of them meat 
well enough, hnt they inherit tin 
narrow-mindedness of puritanisni 
and their jKiwcr is always retro-rrade 
Tliev exhibit this narrow-minded 
nrss ami iiicnsistcney in rising ei 

the Sunday openins of an aerieiil 
tnre fair, while the world is bein<: 
drenched in thi' blood of struprplino 
patriots, and of defenseless, unami- 
cd. hnlf-civilized men, wmnen and 
bal)es. and not a single organized 
protest do th^y make. Barbarities 
and cruelties, savape. horrible ano 
n'cinstri>iis. have been committed in 
the name of Christian civilization 
within the last few years, and 
what regard waa given them b;T the 
clero'T What mention was even 
mnde of thrse national crimes? 
Christian soiniers uine irrpaled 

lossrd them into the air tn lie eauphi 
npui their bayonets held in Christian 
hands. Defenseless human beinprs. 
men. women and children have been 
slanphtered and pitch' d into Chinese 
rivers in such numbers that their 
swollen corpses have impeded the 
passage of large steamers. Flliinno 
villapes have been burned to the 
LTonnd and eliildren mid the ased 
and sirk crenialed hv the hundreds. 

With sueh barbarities as these fac- 
ing them and the whole world how 
can the Chriatian clergy find time to 
oppoee a glore eonteat or Snnday 
opening t 

Have -the clerey of this city at anv 
time h-ld a mass „„.etin<: t" J.rotest 
apainst these monstrons .lutrapesJ 
TTave they called ufHin the Mayor 
and our political leaders and Con- 
pressmen and Senators to join then' 
in prntfst to all the worid apainst 
these uncivilized barbarities? Ripht 



lake for 



,f nnpovernable 
„ bad breedioL' 
ind lack of edu 
^ome of these 
the nature i 



• larpely 



WHY 



CHRISTIANITY 

JS^POPULAR 

If an Anawar Oaa Be Foond Wa 
ShaU Know Why Bationallim 

Gets the Cold Shonider. 



iHy K. .\. iMieh). 
The one thin;; most siirprisinp am 
1 miphl say most p.Tplexinp to thos. 
tully emaneijiat d tiom the ihraldoii 

many seeminply inlellipent peopi 
are either indifferent or else cling 
tenaciously to th? old. 

To the real Freethinker the con- 
tiasi between the natural and the 
Mi|M'rnatural is s<i marked and so 
iniieli to the credit of the natural as 

e<,idd he IouihI that woiiM discard 
the real and he salistie.l with a shad- 

In the lull blaze ..f the sciences, 
astronomy, peolopy and biology and 
after th - advent of these great apos- 
tles. Huxley and Tyndal and Haeckcl 
and Herbert Spencer. Now any 
with a modienm of observation and 



hell." and Frccthink- 
almost to a man apr.e with Inm. 
■alized slanphter is honorable. A 
iisainl ••Thus saith the Lord" 
not make it otherwise. War has 
u the handmaid of Christianity 
down through the ages. It is "blood 
< uiement ' ' nationalized. 
The Romiah ehnreh grants "indul- 
ineei." The Protaatant, if it does 
•ehes and 



uh"S 



still 1 
roblin 



devot 



itial advantaees. 
iu^s take place 
sport, and the 
brntishneia of the victim is only sur- 
peaaed hjr the brntishness of the tor- 
turers. Have the clergy at any time 
and proteste<1 apains' 



this disn 



-efiil e 



dl this, 
present activit 



low can their 
op)>osinp the 
.t)ening of the theaters on Sunday 
be reearded other than a pions pec- 
cadillo, one of those irritatinp incon- 
sistencies of gnet-like dimensions, 
with whieh they pniodieally peater 
the legwlative eamelt J. B. W. 



Bobby, how do 
•• asked his father 



I like 



Wfll. 

walked homewaril from the sanctuarv 
to which Bobby had just paid his 
flrat viait. 

It 'a final " ejaenlated the young 
man. "How much did you get, 
father t" 

"How much did I get T Why, what 
do you meant How much whatt" 
asked the astonished parent at this 

"Why, don't you remember when 
the funny old man passed the money 
around. I only got 10 cents." 



The churches have ever been the 
meaoa uaed by tyrants to hold the 
paopte is mi^Mlioa. 



I, is the marvel nf mai vcds 
It is manhood enamored of tin 
twilipht fairy tales, Ptolmah Astm,, 
on'y after the demonstration- ■ 
Cojiernicns. sun and stars rev(dvin'. 
anuiud the earth after Calileo's prea 
tl,„„sh "h.reiicar- discovery, fifth 
cenlnry ideals i.roiectinp Iheii 
ow athwart the horiz.4,n of thi 
tieth. Has mysticism and si 
tion a stronpcr hold and a 
charm that the sensible and sublime 
In tbs of aeienoet So it seems at 
hast, for eomparatively the number 
is small of those who are fain to 
stand in the clear while light 
knnw'edpe. .Ml honor to that nf 
f,.w. The i)rais..d and petted maj. 
ty are only willinp to al'ow that the 
earth is a "little roundish." an( 
Ihey tell vou half eonfidentiallv tha 
if von destroy belief in the infal'ihh 
book and faith in the theological Ood 
you let people down and the direst 
consequences will follow. This ir 
the face of the p'ain'st fact that al 
most evcrv embezzler, defaulter 



lelief 



..roes. Christian. 

Horace dreeley once dularcd that 
"he did not aay every democrat 
a horae thief bnt he did say that 
every rhtistian was a criminal." but 
it ninst he admitted by even,- fair- 
n iuded and intelliirent observer that 
"leat transpressors are almost invar- 
iable theoretical Christians - more 
often perhaps T?o„ m,i Ci,lh..lic. Cill- 1 
who was executed f..,- the murder of 
Cirace Brown, is an example. It is a 
very rare thing— an exceedingly ran 
thing to find a eriminal that is a ra 
tionaliat or Freethinker. Humanitar 
ianism is their distinguishing char 
terislie. "Blood atonement" finds 
favor in their code of Vlief. It i 
barbarism to be discarded. Fqiially 
fallacious and demoralizing is 
Christian contention that war and 
earnage are the necessary promoters 
of individual or national advance 
mailt. "Peaee baa her vietoriea not 



I tha 



Shei 



ei|iiious 



Ihy 



irlhly 



proelaima that 

'There is a fountain filled with 
blood 

Drawn from Immanuel's veins; 
.Vnd sinners plunged beneath that 



e all their guilty ataina." 



id it is not here the explanation 
and the answer to our query. Instead 

id' "lettinp people down," Rational- 
ism holds then' u]) lo a hiphi r stand- 
ard than jmjuilar tl loirical Christi- 
anity. It proffers ii,. patent medicine 
cure — all for crime or Ihe criuiinal 
natures. Laws, inclinliiip the mural. 
avf inexorable and no fictiliiuis atone- 
ment, no mystical anasthetic admin- 
istered by priest or pope can absolve 
the transgressor or blot out the re- 
sults of his evil-doing, much leaa can 
blood of the innocent "wa.sh all 



his o 



lilt 



tlionsaiid years Christi- 
anity lia^ b'en preachinp and leach- 
ing its doctrine of blood atonement 
and the remiasion of aina, and with 
what reanltsf Not mueh aeeount ia 
mnde of natural crimes, theft, rob- 
berv. murder, etc. It is the ci' 
a-a'iiist the Holv Ghost that can 
er be f.irpiven. Rationalism enjdns 
and einphasiz.is justice and the hu- 
manities, kindness to all living thinp« 
here and now, Tt believes in makiiip 
this the "hipher life." And thniipli 
it does not dazzle the eye and tickk 
th? ear of the unreaaoning ami 
th4>ughtleaa it ahonld be the hope and 
joy and aatiafaetion of all who walk 
in the light of the benefleient scien 
tifie rationaliam. 



not decreed that the eonuiion masses 
shall aspire. "To him that hath shall 
he given but him that hath not shall 
be taken away even that he hath." 

6. Thou Shalt not kill without the 
sanction of ruler or prieat, but with 
it thou mayeat make whoiaaale 
slaughter, either at thine own fire- 
side or in foreign fields. 

7. Thou shalt not commit adultery 
unless belonging to the chosen, thou 
n.aycst conceal it from the critical 
eye of the eommon herd and thereby 
shift the renranaibility of raprodne- 
tion upon unsuspecting victims. 

8. Thou shall not steal a paltry 

en. wreck sasinys hanks and form 
meipeis I., he called to hiph positions 
ill sanctnaiy and stat'> councils. Thou 
shall uol bear false witness, "un- 
less the plory of god abonndeth more 
Ihroiiph thy lie," and unfinancial 
benefits accrue to the powers that be. 

9. Th«m salt not covet that which 
is Ihy neiphbors, but tbon mayest 
take over unto thyself hie hard earn- 
ed belongings or his "one ew* Iamb" 
so flint covetoiisiiess may not dwell 
in thy heart. 

10. Thou shalt pray loud aad fei^- 
vently for any inadv«rtant Undaaaa 
toward Ihy fellows and the lord will 
listen to and forpi\e sueh kind deeds 
sii huip as limn ciuil r ileitest liberally 
\<< the support nf the priestly satell- 
ites who bolster superstitious beliefs. 



TEN mW OOMMANDMENTS 

Intendad to ha Uaad and Followed by 
AR Ita ai • fetatltata for 
TlMM<MfnlrV«Ha. 

(By Harriet M. CU.sz.) 

1. Thou shalt have m. oth-r 
than the one which money 
church influences places upon the 

thr.me. 

2. Th.Mi shalt not bow down to any 

image except it be to one wearing 
ec.lesiaslical pellieont and marked 
with the $ seal. f..r T. the mo. 
pod, am a jealous pod, conferrinp 
ficft and influence only upon tl 
who serve me faithfully and pay 
assessments, even unto the third and 
fourth generations, 

:t. Thou shalt not utter the naii 



iL'hiy 



■od with irrevcrenc 
Ise the terrible fate of 
Workers here and the 
iners hereafter, shall bf 



thy portion. 

4. Remember the Sabbath di 
the end that all the poor and sick 
and diatreaaed be prevented the 
iovment of Iwaure-, that they may Ih- 
in rded into the ehurahaa where they 
mav be taught humiHty and eubjee- 
i,„n and hear of the pUlmthropie 
exploits of the deapoilara of Tirtne 
and eubatance. 



To love jnatiee, to long for the 
right, to love mercy, to pity the Buf- 
fering, to aaaiat the weak, to foigot 
wronga and remember beneflta, to 

love the truth, to be sincere, tomter 

honest words, to love liberty, to wage 
iidentless war against slavery in all 
its torm.s, to love wife and child and 
friend, to make a happy home, to 
love the beautiful in art, nature; to 
cultivate the mind, to he faminar with 
the mighty thousands that genius 
has expressed the m.hle de(Hls of all 
the w,, 1-1,1: lo ciillivat. c -a-.' and 

l<i fill life with the splen.l.ir ot pen'cr- 
0U8 aets, the warmth id' loving wordr', 
to diaeard ernu^, to dj-stroy preju- 
dice, to receive new truths with glad- 
ness, lo cultivate liopi', to see the 
calm beyond the storm, the dawn be- 
yond the night; to do the best that 
can be done and then be resigned— - 
this ia the religion of reason, the 
ereed of aeienee. Thia aatieflea the 
brain and heart.— Ingersoll. 



'.I'cause some churc': eonimuni- 
cants are hypocrites does not argue 
that religion is necessarily a lium- 
bup, hut it ilocs prove its imirtlcii'.'y 
to keep Ihem on the straight and 
narrow path. Hecawse (i .d, if there 
is a fiod, fails to reveal himself, it 
does not follow that he is a fake, hut 
the argument points very stronply in 
that direction. The one proves itself 
in the practice, the other by theory. 

The Christian God is » forlorn hope 
and only called on when human agen- 
cies fail. At this stage the end is 
mighty niph nt hand, for pod can 
<mly help those who belt) fhemselves. 



Help spread Freethought by oirc<i- 
lating the Bhie Oraaa Blade. Ton 
«M gat it in eluha of five for 76 eente. 
Order Iva copiea aant to your bianda. 
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